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The Dinner of Champions made its national 

debut in 1972 and honors local public leaders 
and personalities for their efforts to champion 
the fight against multiple sclerosis. The Na-
tional MS Society strives to reach out to those 
affected by the crippling disease and raise 
awareness for MS. 

Mr. Gejeian’s involvement in racing began in 
1949 and he won championships all over the 
Central Valley. Blackie was presented the 
Most Popular Driver award four years in a 
row. After his retirement in 1958, Blackie con-
tinues contributing to racing by promoting auto 
races including the Autorama for the past 40 
years. 

Mr. Boghosian was first exposed to racing in 
1949. He earned many honors including the 
Northern California Championship. In 1965 he 
moved from California to Indianapolis. Joe ac-
tually built the engine that put Mario Andretti 
in the Indy 500 winner’s circle in 1969. He is 
still building engines and anything else that 
needs reliable power today. 

Mr. Gerhardt was involved in auto racing 
from the 1930’s until his passing. He and his 
good friend, the late Bill Vukovich, raced hot 
rods and midget cars in the 1930’s and 40’s. 
Fred built his first Indy car in 1956 and contin-
ued fielding Indy cars through 1976. 

Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to acknowl-
edge and honor the efforts of the National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society and these honorees. 
I invite my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating and thanking this organization and these 
racing legends. 
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Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, today I would 
like to recognize the Bunny Love Foundation. 
An event will be held on December 5th in Dal-
las, to raise the level of awareness of efforts 
to eliminate domestic violence against chil-
dren. Awareness will be accomplished through 
fundraising efforts, affiliations with prevention 
programs, and events designed to educate the 
public about the extent of the crisis. 

The Bunny Love Foundation is a Dallas- 
based non-profit organization founded in 1997 
by Anne Davidson with a mission of helping 
children in need. The Foundation’s model for 
giving is extremely effective and can be used 
as a model for other charities because it ad-
dresses the needs of those affected not only 
on a local level, but nationally and globally as 
well. Ninety percent of the funds raised will go 
to children in Dallas through the Dallas Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center, and 10% will be 
given to UNICEF specifically for the humani-
tarian effort for children in Afghanistan. 

I hope that my colleagues will join me in 
recognizing the dedication and efforts of the 
Bunny Love Foundation and their partnership 
with the Dallas Children’s Advocacy Center. 
The mission of this organization serves as a 
model for others to follow in the fight to elimi-
nate domestic abuse. 
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Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to ex-
press my appreciation to the chairman for his 
recommendation of funding for biolumines-
cence measurement and signature detection 
in the Navy RDT&E account in this bill. 

This is an evolving area of knowledge which 
has very important military applications. 

Many of my colleagues know that plankton 
in the world’s oceans give off light flashes 
when stimulated by movement in the water by 
objects such as ships, submarines and swim-
mers. This ever-present phenomenon rep-
resents a powerful detection tool for anti-sub-
marine and mine warfare. 

We can utilize this phenomenon for detec-
tion of opposing forces—but we must also be 
aware of it to protect our own operations. For 
example—it is my understanding that—a Navy 
SEAL team in Operation Desert Storm was 
forced to alter its landing site because of con-
cern that bioluminescence in the intended 
landing area would reveal the team’s pres-
ence. 

At present—bioluminescence is detected 
and measured by a device developed at the 
Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution in 
my district. 

Because of the cost and size of this first- 
generation measuring equipment—only three 
have been produced. The funding I have re-
quested and the Committee has approved 
would fund a program involving Harbor Branch 
scientists which would develop measuring 
equipment small enough to be launched from 
a rubber raft and inexpensive enough to be 
utilized in large numbers. Only such an ex-
pendable version offers the hope of accurately 
measuring bioluminescence in all the militarily- 
important regions of the world. 

This is an important initiative which will take 
advantage of the expertise at Harbor Branch 
for the benefit of our military. 

I again thank the chairman for recom-
mending this funding and express my hope 
that this item will be preserved in conference. 
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Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, New York’s econ-
omy is in deep trouble. We lead dozens of 
States in economic decline. Jobs are being 
lost. Small businesses are going under. Mu-
nicipal governments are going back into debt. 
Fire and police budgets are strained. 

How do we stimulate an economy that was 
sputtering before and staggered after the Sep-
tember 11 attacks? Some believe the answer 
to recession in handing $25 billion in retro-
active Federal corporate tax benefits to 13 
Fortune 500 companies. Of course, there is no 
guarantee that largesse will work its way from 

corporate headquarters to working families on 
Long Island. 

Others believe that the answer to recession 
is spending old fashioned Keynesian econom-
ics. But some spending proposals clearly over-
reach, and there is no guarantee that the 
spending will be targeted specifically to 
jumpstart the economy now, when we most 
need it. 

The best way to stimulate the economy is to 
give immediate, tangible tax relief to American 
consumers: suspend sales taxes, and use fed-
eral resources to reimburse state and local 
governments. To insure that this tax reduction 
strategy does not lead to huge new deficits, 
such revenue loss from the Federal budget 
should be capped so as not to exceed the $25 
billion, the corporate alternative minimum tax 
rebate, passed by the House of Representa-
tives earlier this fall. 

Rather than enriching only the richest, a 
sales tax suspension is the quickest and 
broadest way to boost local economies for ev-
eryone, across the board. It will encourage 
consumer spending in our downtown villages 
and towns as well as our regional malls. And 
because it will be temporary, it will create an 
incentive to buy now. A reduction in the sales 
tax may not mean much for the CEO of a 
multi national company. But it would be a 
huge boost to working families. It might help 
them with their holiday purchases, or school 
supplies for their kids or even make the dif-
ference in buying a new home appliance. 

This House has just approved a $25 billion 
retroactive repeal of the alternative minimum 
tax for the richest corporations of America. If 
we can find the money for Enron and we can 
find the money for IBM, we should be able to 
find the money for people who have lost their 
jobs and their health insurance and their un-
employment insurance and the small busi-
nesses who are being forced out of business 
in New York today. 

The working families and small businesses 
on Long Island are hurting. They can not af-
ford indefinite or problematic relief that might 
not kick in for years. Their need is immediate 
‘‘The Consumer and Retail Sales Stimulus Act 
of 2001’’ addresses that need, it addresses it 
now. 
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The House in Committee of the Whole 

House on the State of the Union had under 

consideration the bill (H.R. 3338) making ap-

propriations for the Department of Defense 

for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2002, 

and for other purposes: 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Chairman, I rise today 
in support of the amendment offered by my 
good friend Congressman VISCLOSKY. 

Mr. Speaker, our Nation’s steel industry is in 
a crisis situation. Since 1997, 26 companies 
have filed for bankruptcy. Since January first 
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